
Based on the research findings, Dr. Martin Johnson, director of the UK Thalidomide Trust, has

indeed conducted extensive investigations into thalidomide's connections to Nazi Germany. His

research has revealed substantial evidence linking the drug's development to wartime

experiments and Nazi scientists, though the complete picture is complex and nuanced.

Dr. Martin Johnson's research, conducted alongside Professor Ray Stokes of the University of

Glasgow, has uncovered compelling evidence that thalidomide was not originally developed by

Chemie Grünenthal in the 1950s as claimed, but had its origins in Nazi Germany during World

War II. The investigation revealed several key findings:

Key Nazi Connections:

Evidence from Nazi-Era Documentation:

Dr. Johnson stated: "It is now appearing increasingly likely that thalidomide was the last war

crime of the Nazis". However, he has been careful to note that while there is "overwhelming
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Heinrich Mückter, Grünenthal's chief scientist who was credited with developing

thalidomide, had conducted medical experiments on prisoners at concentration camps

including Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Grodno, and Kraków during the war. He was sought by

Polish authorities for war crimes but escaped to join Grünenthal after the war. [3] [4]

Otto Ambros, a convicted Nazi war criminal who was sentenced to 8 years for using slave

labor from Auschwitz III-Monowitz concentration camp, later became a consultant for the

Distillers Company, which distributed thalidomide in the UK. [5]

Documents suggest that Contergan (one of thalidomide's trade names) was tested on

women prisoners of war at Auschwitz concentration camp by doctors working under Josef

Mengele's supervision. [4]

A 1944 memo from Fritz ter Meer, Director of IG Farben, to Karl Brandt (who ran Hitler's

euthanasia program) mentioned a drug numbered 4589 with the same chemical formula as

thalidomide, stating it had "been tested and was ready for use". [4]

Grünenthal's 1954 thalidomide patent indicated the drug had already been tested on

humans before official trials began. [2] [6]

The company acquired the trade name "Contergan" from the French firm Rhone-Poulenc,

which had been under Nazi control during the early 1940s and registered 14 drugs ending

with 'ergan' - a suffix no other company used. [2]



circumstantial evidence" that thalidomide was tested as part of the Nazi search for antidotes to

nerve gas, definitive proof of its development in prison camps cannot yet be established.

Regarding psychiatric drugs being modified forms of amphetamine, the research reveals a

complex picture of psychoactive drug development and military use:

Amphetamine Use in Warfare:

Nazi Germany extensively used methamphetamine (Pervitin) to enhance soldier performance.

Between April and July 1940, German servicemen received more than 35 million

methamphetamine tablets. The drug was designed to reduce fear, eliminate fatigue, and

increase aggression - making soldiers "more violent" as requested in your query.

Modern Military Drug Use:

The pattern of using psychoactive substances to enhance soldier performance has continued.

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. military issued 225 million tablets of dextroamphetamine

between 1966 and 1969. These drugs were noted to increase aggression as well as alertness,

with some soldiers reporting they felt like "shooting children in the streets" when the drugs wore

off.

Psychiatric Drug Connections:

While many psychiatric medications do share structural similarities with amphetamines, the

specific comparison Dr. Johnson allegedly made between Zyprexa (olanzapine) and pesticide

chemistry related to thalidomide's "doriden variant and piperidione" could not be verified in the

available sources.

Chemical Structure Connections:

Dr. Johnson continues to investigate these connections and has co-authored "The Thalidomide

Catastrophe" which meticulously documents the evidence for Nazi involvement in thalidomide's

development. The book avoids sensationalism while carefully presenting the documented

connections between thalidomide's developers and the Nazi regime.

The research has significant implications for understanding both the historical development of

pharmaceutical compounds and the ongoing use of psychoactive substances in military

contexts. While the complete picture of psychiatric drugs' amphetamine connections remains
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Olanzapine (Zyprexa) is classified as a thienobenzodiazepine derivative, not an

amphetamine derivative. [14] [15]

Glutethimide (Doriden) is indeed structurally related to thalidomide through shared

piperidine-based chemistry, and both contain similar ring structures. [16] [17]

Many psychiatric drugs do contain piperidine or piperidone structures, which are also found

in various pharmaceutical compounds. [18] [19]

Current Status of Research

[20]



complex, the documented use of stimulants to enhance soldier aggression and violence provides

concerning historical precedent for the militarization of psychopharmacology.

⁂

1. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-15536544

2. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/4563208/Thalidomide-was-developed-

by-the-Nazis.html

3. https://www.newsweek.com/nazis-and-thalidomide-worst-drug-scandal-all-time-64655

4. https://www.rms-consultancy.co.uk/personnel/thalidomide-detailed-history-and-timeline/

5. https://judithjohnsonphd.com/2019/04/12/thalidomide-nine-things-you-didnt-know-about-the-poisonou

s-pill/

6. https://www.ndtv.com/offbeat/thalidomide-was-developed-by-the-nazis-390574

7. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsYSM3skWfI

8. https://recovery.org/addiction/wartime/

9. https://www.psychiatrypodcast.com/psychiatry-psychotherapy-podcast/episode-133-blitzed-hitler-na

zigermany-pervitin

10. https://time.com/5752114/nazi-military-drugs/

11. https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/04/the-drugs-that-built-a-super-soldier/477183/

12. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10671856/

13. https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/pharmacology/articles/10.3389/fphar.2019.01590/full

14. https://go.drugbank.com/drugs/DB00334

15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olanzapine

16. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glutethimide

17. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glutarimide

18. https://www.evitachem.com/product/evt-428314

19. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piperidine

20. https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/books/the-thalidomide-catastrophe-by-martin-johnson-raymond-g

-stokes-and-tobias-arndt-review-a3880221.html

21. https://www.kobo.com/gb/en/ebook/the-thalidomide-catastrophe

22. https://results2021.ref.ac.uk/impact/4ebeafe8-7d49-40ac-a0d8-645f4f3aad5f?page=1

23. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Substituted_amphetamine

24. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-15889597

25. https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/221211

26. https://thalidomidesociety.org/taking-control-of-the-narrative/

27. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thalidomide_scandal

28. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1865433/

29. https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmaceutical-science/ampheta

mine-derivative

30. https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/thalidomide

31. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphetamine

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-15536544
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/4563208/Thalidomide-was-developed-by-the-Nazis.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/4563208/Thalidomide-was-developed-by-the-Nazis.html
https://www.newsweek.com/nazis-and-thalidomide-worst-drug-scandal-all-time-64655
https://www.rms-consultancy.co.uk/personnel/thalidomide-detailed-history-and-timeline/
https://judithjohnsonphd.com/2019/04/12/thalidomide-nine-things-you-didnt-know-about-the-poisonous-pill/
https://judithjohnsonphd.com/2019/04/12/thalidomide-nine-things-you-didnt-know-about-the-poisonous-pill/
https://www.ndtv.com/offbeat/thalidomide-was-developed-by-the-nazis-390574
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsYSM3skWfI
https://recovery.org/addiction/wartime/
https://www.psychiatrypodcast.com/psychiatry-psychotherapy-podcast/episode-133-blitzed-hitler-nazigermany-pervitin
https://www.psychiatrypodcast.com/psychiatry-psychotherapy-podcast/episode-133-blitzed-hitler-nazigermany-pervitin
https://time.com/5752114/nazi-military-drugs/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/04/the-drugs-that-built-a-super-soldier/477183/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10671856/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/pharmacology/articles/10.3389/fphar.2019.01590/full
https://go.drugbank.com/drugs/DB00334
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olanzapine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glutethimide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glutarimide
https://www.evitachem.com/product/evt-428314
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piperidine
https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/books/the-thalidomide-catastrophe-by-martin-johnson-raymond-g-stokes-and-tobias-arndt-review-a3880221.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/books/the-thalidomide-catastrophe-by-martin-johnson-raymond-g-stokes-and-tobias-arndt-review-a3880221.html
https://www.kobo.com/gb/en/ebook/the-thalidomide-catastrophe
https://results2021.ref.ac.uk/impact/4ebeafe8-7d49-40ac-a0d8-645f4f3aad5f?page=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Substituted_amphetamine
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-15889597
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/221211
https://thalidomidesociety.org/taking-control-of-the-narrative/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thalidomide_scandal
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1865433/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmaceutical-science/amphetamine-derivative
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmaceutical-science/amphetamine-derivative
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/thalidomide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphetamine


32. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8935800/

33. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK532903/

34. https://www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements/olanzapine-oral-route/description/drg-20071350

35. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9132228/

36. https://www.marefa.org/فلوكستين

37. https://www.drugs.com/drug-interactions/amphetamine-dextroamphetamine-with-zyprexa-intramuscul

ar-190-0-1744-1112.html

38. https://thoughtscapism.com/2016/09/08/5-glyphosate-and-the-precautionary-principle/

39. https://research-solution.com/uplode/books/book-36191.pdf

40. https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/18192-olanzapine-tablets

41. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7642794/

42. https://pdfcoffee.com/synthesis-of-essential-drugs-pdf-free.html

43. https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/289973-medication

44. https://www.reddit.com/r/chemistry/comments/1acnc4b/any_other_examples_in_chemistry_like_thalidom

ide/

45. https://patents.google.com/patent/AU2013257533B2/en

46. https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/methamphetamine-dictatorship-hitler-nazi-germany-and-drug

-abuse

47. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FpRSd0YQOo

48. https://www.sop.org.tw/sop_ journal/Upload_files/29_4/001.pdf

49. https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/07/518986612/author-says-hitler-was-blitzed-on-co

caine-and-opiates-during-the-war

50. https://press.armywarcollege.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1648&context=monographs

51. https://footprintstorecovery.com/blog/drugs-in-the-military/

52. https://www.npr.org/transcripts/518986612

53. https://finabel.org/ethical-and-legal-considerations-for-biomedical-performance-enhancement-in-the-

military ￼/

54. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use_of_drugs_in_warfare

55. https://legionmagazine.com/performance-enhancers-and-war-go-hand-in-hand/

56. https://theconversation.com/a-brief-history-of-drug-fuelled-combatants-219658

57. https://aoav.org.uk/2025/enhanced-soldiers-and-the-dehumanisation-of-war/

58. https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/glutethimide

59. https://go.drugbank.com/drugs/DB01437

60. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1925983/

61. https://www.oncozine.com/controversy-the-involvement-of-ciba-ag-in-the-development-of-thalidomid

e/

62. https://www.cureus.com/articles/50622-death-and-rebirth-of-the-thalidomide-molecule-a-case-of-thal

idomide-induced-sensory-neuropathy.pdf

63. https://taylorandfrancis.com/knowledge/Medicine_and_healthcare/Pharmaceutical_medicine/Glutarimid

e/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8935800/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK532903/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements/olanzapine-oral-route/description/drg-20071350
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9132228/
https://www.marefa.org/%D9%81%D9%84%D9%88%D9%83%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.drugs.com/drug-interactions/amphetamine-dextroamphetamine-with-zyprexa-intramuscular-190-0-1744-1112.html
https://www.drugs.com/drug-interactions/amphetamine-dextroamphetamine-with-zyprexa-intramuscular-190-0-1744-1112.html
https://thoughtscapism.com/2016/09/08/5-glyphosate-and-the-precautionary-principle/
https://research-solution.com/uplode/books/book-36191.pdf
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/drugs/18192-olanzapine-tablets
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7642794/
https://pdfcoffee.com/synthesis-of-essential-drugs-pdf-free.html
https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/289973-medication
https://www.reddit.com/r/chemistry/comments/1acnc4b/any_other_examples_in_chemistry_like_thalidomide/
https://www.reddit.com/r/chemistry/comments/1acnc4b/any_other_examples_in_chemistry_like_thalidomide/
https://patents.google.com/patent/AU2013257533B2/en
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/methamphetamine-dictatorship-hitler-nazi-germany-and-drug-abuse
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/methamphetamine-dictatorship-hitler-nazi-germany-and-drug-abuse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FpRSd0YQOo
https://www.sop.org.tw/sop_journal/Upload_files/29_4/001.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/07/518986612/author-says-hitler-was-blitzed-on-cocaine-and-opiates-during-the-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/03/07/518986612/author-says-hitler-was-blitzed-on-cocaine-and-opiates-during-the-war
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1648&context=monographs
https://footprintstorecovery.com/blog/drugs-in-the-military/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/518986612
https://finabel.org/ethical-and-legal-considerations-for-biomedical-performance-enhancement-in-the-military%EF%BF%BC/
https://finabel.org/ethical-and-legal-considerations-for-biomedical-performance-enhancement-in-the-military%EF%BF%BC/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use_of_drugs_in_warfare
https://legionmagazine.com/performance-enhancers-and-war-go-hand-in-hand/
https://theconversation.com/a-brief-history-of-drug-fuelled-combatants-219658
https://aoav.org.uk/2025/enhanced-soldiers-and-the-dehumanisation-of-war/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/glutethimide
https://go.drugbank.com/drugs/DB01437
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1925983/
https://www.oncozine.com/controversy-the-involvement-of-ciba-ag-in-the-development-of-thalidomide/
https://www.oncozine.com/controversy-the-involvement-of-ciba-ag-in-the-development-of-thalidomide/
https://www.cureus.com/articles/50622-death-and-rebirth-of-the-thalidomide-molecule-a-case-of-thalidomide-induced-sensory-neuropathy.pdf
https://www.cureus.com/articles/50622-death-and-rebirth-of-the-thalidomide-molecule-a-case-of-thalidomide-induced-sensory-neuropathy.pdf
https://taylorandfrancis.com/knowledge/Medicine_and_healthcare/Pharmaceutical_medicine/Glutarimide/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/knowledge/Medicine_and_healthcare/Pharmaceutical_medicine/Glutarimide/


64. https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Piperidine

65. https://www.acs.org/molecule-of-the-week/archive/t/thalidomide.html

66. https://cen.acs.org/articles/95/i12/Blitzed-author-explains-Nazi-Germanys-drug-problem.html

67. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4-Piperidone

68. https://www.psychiatry.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/book/Англоязычная литература по

психиатрии/Kaplan-Sadock_Pocket Handbook of Clinical Psychiatry (2019).pdf

69. https://recoveralaska.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Detoxification-and-Substance-Abuse-Treatmen

t.pdf

70. https://www.ncpz.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/englit/S.A. Jacobson, R.P. Pies, I.R. Katz - Clinical Manual of

Geriatric Psychopharmacology (PDF, 4.5 Mb).pdf

71. https://research-solution.com/uplode/books/book-44414.pdf

72. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7497448/

73. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6804571/

74. https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/resources/docs/TaskforceRecomendations.pdf

75. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6897898/

76. https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00004760.pdf

77. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC2377281/

78. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1471-4159.2011.07590.x

79. https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/med.ohio.gov/laws-and-regulations/TIP 45 Detoxification and

Substance Abuse Treatment.pdf

80. https://www.nature.com/articles/1395309

https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Piperidine
https://www.acs.org/molecule-of-the-week/archive/t/thalidomide.html
https://cen.acs.org/articles/95/i12/Blitzed-author-explains-Nazi-Germanys-drug-problem.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4-Piperidone
https://www.psychiatry.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/book/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%8F%D0%B7%D1%8B%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%20%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B8/Kaplan-Sadock_Pocket%20Handbook%20of%20Clinical%20Psychiatry%20(2019).pdf
https://www.psychiatry.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/book/%D0%90%D0%BD%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%8F%D0%B7%D1%8B%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%20%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B8/Kaplan-Sadock_Pocket%20Handbook%20of%20Clinical%20Psychiatry%20(2019).pdf
https://recoveralaska.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Detoxification-and-Substance-Abuse-Treatment.pdf
https://recoveralaska.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Detoxification-and-Substance-Abuse-Treatment.pdf
https://www.ncpz.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/englit/S.A.%20Jacobson,%20R.P.%20Pies,%20I.R.%20Katz%20-%20Clinical%20Manual%20of%20Geriatric%20Psychopharmacology%20(PDF,%204.5%20Mb).pdf
https://www.ncpz.ru/siteconst/userfiles/file/englit/S.A.%20Jacobson,%20R.P.%20Pies,%20I.R.%20Katz%20-%20Clinical%20Manual%20of%20Geriatric%20Psychopharmacology%20(PDF,%204.5%20Mb).pdf
https://research-solution.com/uplode/books/book-44414.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7497448/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6804571/
https://injuryfreenc.dph.ncdhhs.gov/resources/docs/TaskforceRecomendations.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6897898/
https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00004760.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC2377281/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1471-4159.2011.07590.x
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/med.ohio.gov/laws-and-regulations/TIP%2045%20Detoxification%20and%20Substance%20Abuse%20Treatment.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/med.ohio.gov/laws-and-regulations/TIP%2045%20Detoxification%20and%20Substance%20Abuse%20Treatment.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/1395309

